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 The children are also excited about having a 
bathtub in the house; when Jana asked them what they 
would like to do on their first night in their new home, 
they all agreed that they wanted baths.  Jana is looking 
forward to having many meals together as a family.  òIn 
my dadõs house, there was never enough room for us all 
to be at the same table,ó she said.  òThere were always a 
couple of people in a different room.ó  Something the 
family hasnõt had room for either has been a suitable 
space for playing games; Jana also hopes to begin a 
weekly game night. 

Home for Christmas  
By Stephanie Klein 

ñChristmas is not as much about opening our 
presents as opening our hearts.ò  

Janice Maeditere 

Above: The Feyders have celebrated 16 Christmases in their home. 
 

Left: The Dunham family will  celebrate their first Christmas in their 
Akeley home. 

E ven though it sounds clich®, it is truly so easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle that occurs dur-
ing the Christmas season.  Oftentimes it seems as if the 
endless rush ð to bake the most cookies, to buy the 
cheapest electronics, to open our presents ð only serves 
to push everything else that is truly meaningful out of 
the way.  We must slow down and, as stated in the 
quote, open our hearts to the meaning of the season. 
 To reflect on the spirit of Christmas is to see the 
humble beginnings of Jesus, who was born into poverty 
in Bethlehem.  We donõt have to travel to Israel in order 
to have this miracle resonate in our own lives.  Just as 
Jesus lived with poverty, so do many who live in our 
own communities.  As we approach the end of the year, 
we are doing so with the knowledge that eight families 
will experience the joy of celebrating their first Christ-
mas in their very own simple, safe and decent home. 
 For one of the homeowners, Jana Dunham of 
Akeley, her new house fills the need for desperately 
needed space and privacy.  As the oldest and only boy of 
four children, Janaõs son Derek is especially looking for-
ward to his privacy.  Jana remembers the first thing 
Derek said when she told the children they would be 
moving.  òHe said ôDoes that mean I get my own room 
with a door?  I can close the door on the girls and they 
canõt play with my stuff?  I canõt wait!õó 

 No matter a familyõs background, situation or 
physical location, the similar feelings and sentiments as-
sociated with homeownership remain a constant.  Ted 
and Micky Feyder ð residents of Lake Shore who part-
nered with LAHFH in 1993 ð consider it a great blessing 
to own their own home. The family had struggled under 
the weight of huge medical bills.  òIt really was a turning 
point for us,ó Ted said.  òWe could build toward a dif-
ferent future; it has enabled us to live the life God has 
given us since then.ó  òItõs wonderful having a spot to 
come home to and raise our children,ó said Micky.  òIt 
just feels different when you know your home is yours.ó        
     This sense of gratitude and blessing is what 
prompted Ted to write the song òItõs A Homeó.  For 
him, it is a heartfelt characterization of what it means to 
have a home. 
 For Bill and Kathy Rhodes, it has been nearly 11 
years since those blissful first days  
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of homeownership; however, the 
excitement and sense of gratitude has remained intact for 
this Brainerd family.  For Kathy, one of her favorite things 
about their home is that it is what she coins a ôsafe houseõ.  
òWeõve had people come here that needed help and a space 
to regroup,ó she said.  òItõs a place where my own children 
and friends of my children feel safe - itõs somewhere they 
can come with their problems.  The coffeepotõs always on, 
which is how it should be; I will always be here to listen.ó 
 Just as the shepherds stood in awe of Godõs miracu-
lous power on that cold evening so long ago, so do we at 
Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity stand in awe of the min-
istry that God has created and sustained.  With thoughts of 
joy and gratitude we celebrate with those eight partner families, 
even as we look forward to the blessings of the year to come. 

Thank Youé. Your support is essential to the success of LAHFH!   

Thank You for cash support August 13 to November 24, 2009  

*Meyer, Heather & Joel 
Meyers, Philip & Connie 
*Mezzenga, Bette J 
*Modrow, Marlan & Linda 
*Mosberger, Gary & Deb 
Muenchow, George & Ardyth 
Nelson, James W & Lorna 
Nuss, Richard & Elizabeth 
Ogden, Kathy M 
O'Leary, Richard & Susan 
Olson, Barry & Marlys 
Palony, Peter E & Colleen 
*Pelkey, Kevin & Michelle 
Pelkey, Jerome & Carol 
Phelps, Tom & Susan 
Posthumus, Warren & Eleanor 
Ringham, Stuart R & Marilyn E 
*Robinson, Orv & Dorothy 
Rushin, Chad & Jennifer M 
Schaitberger, Reverend Stephen 

$1-$1,000 
Adams, Nancy A 
Anderson, Glen B 
Bangerter, Dave & Kay 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
Bilski, Gerald A & Sandra J 
Black, Mary Jane 
*Boog, Leo G 
**Brooks, Janet M 
Bukacek, Irene E 
Burton, Chuck & Sandy 
*Campbell, Wilmot & Carol 
Case-Allan, Aaron R 
Central Lakes Rotary 
Chandler, James 
Clark, Theodora J 
Classen, John & Marilynn 
Corner, Barbara J 
Cowell, Thomas & Sandra 
*Cremers, John A & Eileen A 
Crosslake Lutheran Church 
Cuyuna Range Lions Club 
Dahlager, Richardm & Marjorie 
Danielson, Jim & Portia 
**Deboer, Gail K 
Deerwood Bank 
*Deiss, Kim & Mike 
Dohlin, Joyce & Forrest 
Duerre, Harriet 
**England, Ellen 
Erickson, Madelyn & Michael 
Erickson, Richard & Mavis 

Farnam, Keith & Agnes 
First Lutheran Church 
Fish, J. H. & Meryl 
Ford, Donald W & Karen A 
Foster, Lloyd E & Connie M 
Goldstein, Harris M & Marijo A 
*Grabowski, Marina 
**Grimley, John E. Mrs. 
*Grout, Douglas 
*Hardwick, Alden & Mary 
Hill, Joan M 
Holland, Derrill G & Marilyn L 
*Hopkins, Jesse & Desiree 
*Houle, Timothy & Jeanette 
Hunt, Jeanne M 
Janes, Dorothy W 
*Jeub, Richard H 
Johnson, Kevin & Jane 
Johnson, Stanley C 
Johnston, Edith A 
*Jones, Alison 
Kapsner, Charles 
Klinefelter, Paul & Anne 
Knutson, Nancy Iris 
*Kummet, Lloyd 
Lampa, Frieda J 
Larson, Nancy L 
Lehman & Associates 
Lindstam, Gary & Carolyn 
Lord Of Life Lutheran Church 
Lundquist, Margaret 
Mahoney, Danno & Barbara 

$1001 - $5000   Central Minnesota Community Foundation 

         Crow Wing Power Trust 

Memorials/Honors    

1st Congregational  Memory of Stanley Lundberg 
Anderson, James & Linnea Memory of Irene Quaal 
Dygve, C. Walter & Natalie Memory of Ann Jablonski 
Fleahman, Charles & Beth Memory of Stanley Lundberg 
Guenthner, Steven & Doris Honor of Adam & Amanda Rayman 
Rayman, Amanda & Adam Honor of their wedding 

**Seifert, Randall D & Katherine 
Sinner, Gerald & Claire 
Smith, Robert S & Julie A 
*Sorum, Roland 
Spartz, Donald & Mary 
Stegora, Jerry & Marlene 
Ten Eyck, Dave & Lisa Wigand 
Thiesse, Herbert F 
Twomey, David & Mary 
Vadnais, Arthur & Joyce M 
Voeller, Rolland 
Wacker, Christy A 
*Watson, Charles E & Barbara J 
Wentworth, Ardelle C 
Wermager, Dianne & Brian 
Westrom, Laurel 
Williams, John & Donna 
Wottreng, Andrew & Marilyn 
*Ziebell, Laurie 
Zilka, Florence J 

*participant in LAHFH Builderôs monthly donors club 
**participant in HFHIôs Hope Builderôs monthly donors club  

Top right: Cindy Walgren accepted a quilt from Nancy Gervais of the 
Pine Tree Patchworkers at the dedication of her new home in Pillager.  
 

Bottom: Partner families attend homeowner class facilitated by Kevin 
Pelkey and Heather Meyer, preparing to become successful home-
owners. 
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