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The children are also excited about having a
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By Stephanie Klein would like to do on their first night in their new home,

they all agreed that they wanted baths. Jana is lookir
AChristmas is not as mucfhorawaorud to@ emawnign@ umany me
presents as opening our rheadddd®® house, there was
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endless rusl to bake the most cookies, to buy theveekly game night.
cheapest electronics, to open our pregenidy serves
to push everything else that is truly meaningful out
the way. We must slow down and, as stated in
guote, open our hearts to the meaning of the season.
To reflect on the spirit of Christmas is to see th#
humble beginnings of Jesus, who was born into pove
in Bethl ehem. We donot :
to have this miracle resonate in our own lives. Jusis
Jesus lived with poverty, so do many who live in @
own communities. As we approach the end of the ye
we are doing so with the knowledge that eight famil
will experience the joy of celebrating their first Chris
mas in their very own simple, safe and decent home. No matter a familyds
For one of the homeowners, Jana Dunham gfhysical location, the similar feelings and sentiments a:
Akeley, her new house fills the need for desperatettiated with homeownership remain a constant. Tec
needed space and privacy. As the oldest and only boxraf Micky Feydes residents of Lake Shore who part-
four children, Janads s onereddvthrLAHFH in $998cengiderdtia gréat blessihgo
ward to his privacy. Jana remembers the first thigown their own home. The family had struggled under
Derek said when she told the children they would peh e wei ght of huge medi ca
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movi ng. OHe said 0Does ptohiantt nieoarn uls ,hg6e tT emly soawind .r
with a door? | can close the door on the girls and thigyent future; it has enabled us to live the life God has

cané6t play with my stuff@ivdnca®dosi waett@én. o o)
' : come home to and raise ol
just feels different when
This sense of gratitude and blessing is what
prompted Ted to write th
him, it is a heartfelt characterization of what it means tc
have a home.
For Bill and Kathy Rhodes, it has been nearly 11
years since those blissful first days

(continued on page 2)

Above: The Feyders have celebrated 16 Christmases in their

Left: The Dunham family will celebrate their first Christmas in
Akeley home
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(continued from page 1)  of homeownership; however, th{ _
excitement and sense of gratitude has remained inta¢ ¢
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this Brainerd family. For Kathy, one of her favorite thir & &8 I de
about their home is W\'N\ o €
OWedve had peopl e come hg }* nd
to regroup, 6 she said. 0
and friends of my children feel safet 6 s s o me
can come with their prob a
which is how it should b re
Just as the shepherds mi

lous power on that cold evening so long ago, so do
Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity stand in awe of the
istry that God has created and sustailith thoughts of
joy and gratitude we celebrate with those eight partner families,
even as we look forward to the blessings of the year to come.

Top right: Cindy Walgren accepted a quilt from Nancy Gervais of the
Pine Tree Patchworkers at the dedication of her new home in Pillager.

Bottom: Partner families attend homeowner class facilitated by Kevin
Pelkey and Heather Meyer, preparing to become successful home-
owners.




