
A s the history of the affiliate unfolded throughout 
the 1990s, each year was marked by signs of posi-

tive growth. Kevin Pelkey, the current executive direc-
tor, joined the affiliate in 1997. In March of the follow-
ing year, LAHFH celebrated the dedication of its 15th 
home in the area ð a tremendous milestone for a rela-
tively new affiliate. In the fall of 1999, LAHFH wel-
comed its first AmeriCorps VISTA. This national ser-
vice program, which is designed specifically to fight pov-
erty, places individuals in nonprofit organizations for a 
year where they work to create or expand programs. The 
affiliate has had a strong connection to this program 
over the years, with its 11th and 12th VISTAs serving a 
2009-2010 term of service.   
 With blessings from HFHI, LAHFH built a home 
in Pine River in 1998. After the home was completed, 
HFHI inquired if LAHFH intended to build in all of 
Cass County. With a leap of faith, Kevin Pelkey agreed 
to add the county to the affiliateõs territory. In the sum-
mer of 2000, the Leech Lake Chapter was formed; this 
chapter began to work actively in the northern tier of 
Cass County. In yet another growth spurt, LAHFH ac-
quired Hubbard County into its service area in 2007; the 
first home built in the county was completed in the fall 
of 2008. 
 LAHFH has not only been the beneficiary of great 
blessings, but it has also experienced setbacks. In June 
2001, a tornado ripped through the four-month old af-
filiate offices. However, this tragedy came with a silver 
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lining. Because most of the damage was 
covered by insurance, the affiliate was 
able to rebuild rapidly; the staff redesigned the plans in 
order to make them even more efficient. By February 
2002, LAHFH was installed in its new facility.   
 Efficient plans came in another form in 2003, 
when Nor-Son, Inc. created standardized floor plans for 
the affiliate. These 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6-bedroom layouts have 
reduced costs, as well as helped the construction process 
run more smoothly.   

20 Years Serving the Lakes Area      
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Left: LAHFH had a taste of what it takes to recover from a natural 
disaster when a tornado demolished offices and warehouse. 2001ð Tornado destroys newly built office/warehouse 

2003ð Women Build 

 As a continuing sign of growth, LAHFH has ex-
panded its service area, staff and services within the past 
10 years. The affiliateõs first womenõs build, in which 
area women planned, fundraised and worked side by 
side to construct a house with the help of both male and 
female site supervisors, took place in Brainerd in 2003.   
 Laurie Ziebell joined the staff in the fall of 2000 as 
volunteer coordinator and public relations director. 
Larry Johannessohn, the construction manager, began 
work shortly afterwards the same year. Other current 
staff members, including Jeanette Houle, office manager  
and Susan Chandler, office assistant, became a part of 
the affiliate in 2004 and 2005, respectively.   
 



Smith,  Andrew & Suzanne 
Sorum, Roland* 
Spartz, Donald & Mary 
St Paul's Episcopal Church 
Steen, Claire 
Steuber, William & Virginia 
Swenson, Greg & Cynthia 
Twamley, Brian & Becky 
Uhrich, James Robert & Marie 
Watson, Charles & Barbara* 
Ziebell, Laurie* 
 

$1001-$5000 
Brainerd Jaycees 
Crow Wing Power Trust            
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Builders Club 

**Hopebuilders Club 

***Wells Fargo Employee 

Matched Donation 
___________________________________________________________ 

The following donations were 

received in response to our 

December 2009 Appeal and 

were inadvertently omitted in 

the first quarter newsletter: 
 

$1 -$1000 Mail Appeal  
Abelson, Eugene & Barbara 
Aga, Jeffrey & Elizabeth 
Ahrendt, Norman & Jean 
Albie, James 
Allan, Bob & Barb 
Allen, Dorothy A 
American Legion Post #255 
Anakkala, Jason & Rebecca 
Anderson, C Edward & Diane 
Atwel, Lily 
Aykens, Cathy 
Beczkalo, Paul & Marion 
Beilfuss, Paul & Susan 
Bender, Robert & Constance 
Berthiaume, Eugene L &  
Nola Raymond  
Besmehn, Thomas 
Bethany BLCW 
Bird, Jerry & Karen 
Blum, William A & Susan 
Bluth, Gary J & Pat G 

Thank Youé. Your support is essential to the success of LAHFH!   

LAHFH Contacts  
Board Members é 

Steve Jobe, President 

Terryll Curtis, V-President 

Eric Charpentier, Treasurer 

Nancy Houg, Secretary 

Chuck Anderson  

Kim Deiss  

Joan Hasskamp 

Rollie Haugen 

Al Norgaard 

Laura Pederson  

Mike Riley 

Chad Rushin 

Joe Swenson 
 

Staff é 

Kevin Pelkey, Executive 
Director 

Larry Johannessohn,  
     Construction Mgr. 

Laurie Ziebell, Volunteer 
Mgr./Public Relations 

Scott Hall, ReStore Mgr. 

Jeanette Houle, Office Mgr. 

Susan Chandler, Office As-
sistant 

Debra Mosberger, ReStore 
Asst. Mgr. 

Stephanie Klein, VISTA 

Alicia Weagel, VISTA 

Cash Donations  
March 12-July 12, 2010 
 

$1-$1000    
Altrichter, Alyssa 
Bell, Richard 
Bies, Richard & Patricia 
Boog, Leo* 
Brainerd Hardwoods 
BHS Orchestra 
Bremer Bank 
Buck, Melissa*** 
Burton, Chuck & Sandy  
Campbell, Bill & Carol*  
Chandler, Susan  
Costello, Janice K  
Cremers, John A & Eileen* 
Crosslake Lutheran Church  
Crosslake Presbyterian Church 
Cuyuna Range Lions Club 
Deboer, Gail** 
Deiss, Kim & Mike*   
Doesken, Brian G & Lita M  
Dorcas Community Service Center 
Dryden, Robert  
Ehrich, Robert & Lorraine  
Engel, Tim & Elaine 
England, Ellen** 
Erickson, Richard & Mavis 

Farnam, Keith & Agnes  
Fish,  Jack & Meryl 
Forbord, Grace  
Ford, Donald & Karen 
Foster, Rod & Barbara 
Frandsen Bank & Trust 
Grabowski, Marina* 
Grimley, John E Mrs** 
Grout, Douglas* 
Haglin, Judith 
Hardwick, Alden & Mary* 
Hefti, Kathi 
Hill, Joan M 
Holm, Kurt & Michele Demel-Holm 
Hopkins, Jesse & Desiree* 
Houle, Timothy & Jeanette* 
Hustvedt, Ginger** 
Jacobsen, Paul & Sally 
Jeub, Richard H* 
Jones, Alison* 
Knutson, Nancy Iris*** 
Kummet, Lloyd* 
Lee, Betty 
Lord Of Life Lutheran Church 
Lundgren, Nathan & Doreen 
Marchwick, John E 
McNamara, Brian & Marie 
Meyer, Heather & Joel*  
Mezzenga, Bette J* 
Modrow, Marlan & Linda* 
Moen, Jeffrey & Sheila 
Mosberger, Gary & Deb* 
Nor-Son 
Ostgarden, Renee E 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church 
Palmer, Linda A 
Paradeis, Marty 
Pederson Partners, Inc 
Pelkey, Kevin & Michelle* 
Peterson, Larry & Gloria 
Prem, Tim J 
Redmann, Dean & Viola 
Robinson, Orv & Dorothy* 
Ruttger, Jim & Merilee 
Salem Lutheran Church 
Seifert, Randall D & Katherine** 

Bodie, Gary & Sharon K 
Borgfelt, Paul & Susan 
Boring, Ross & Dixie 
Breen, Richard &  Katherine 
Brekke, Burma Olson 
Brockton, Daniel & Patricia 
Brown, Robert & Estelle 
Butcher, James & Becky 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
Carlson, Earl & Gladys 
Carlson, Eric & Marilyn 
Cascade Ladies 
Casey, Frederick J & Mary 
Chandler, Susan 
Charpentier, Ray 
Christofferson, Jack & Irene 
Cooper, Matt & Brenda 
Coulter, Suzanne A 
Cousins, Randy & Gayle 
Cowell, Thomas & Sandra 
Cramer, Joan 
Crosslake Area Garden Club 
Cumberland, Bonnie 
Damsgaard, Arnold & Betty 
Davis, Paul & Jolie 
Dittmer, Leroy & Connie 
Doffing, Earl G 
Droge, Al & Arletta 
Dufresne, Jeffrey & Jorja 
Edgerton, David & Alison 
Egan, Kevin & Mary Beth 
Eiler, David & Audrey 
Eliason, Robert & Maryann 
Endres, Richard & Jeanne 
Engen, Donald & Deanna 
Erickson, John & Janet 
Erickson, Steven & Patti 
Fier, Robert F 
Fitch, David & Karen 
Fitzsimmons, Mickey 
Fossum, James & Carla 
Frank, Emil & Patricia 
Fredstrom, Rory & Jan 
Freeman, James & Arlene 
Gardner, Terry & Donna 
Gelbmann, James & Cheryl 
Gevik, Melba 
Gibbons, George & Charlotte 
Giovani's Pizza  
Giovannetti, Nancy 
Gjerde, Mark & Janet 
Gotti, Beverly Ann 
Gouze, Stephen & Candace 
Gramith, Gregory & Janice 
Green, Marvin & Karen 
Green, Patrick & Mary 
Greeney, Carol M 
Gunderson, Richard & Diane 
Haarman, Robert & Janet 
Hale, Floyd M & Shirley A 
Hansen, Clifford & Gladys 

Memorials/Honors   
Caballero, Rebecca  In Honor of Dick Jeub's Birthday 
Corhouse, Debra M  Memorial for David Richardson 
Dygve, C Walter & Natalie Memorial for Bill Tonco 
Education MN Western-North    Memorial for David Richardson 
Fyten Jr, William & Claudia Memorial for David Richardson 
Houle, Timothy & Jeanette Memorial for Lee & Ambrose Thesing 
Johnson, Bruce & Maureen Memorial for David Richardson 
Larson, Nancy L  Memorial for Glenn Larson 
Mosberger, Marie  Memorial for Vinny, Ray Jr & Ray Sr 
Prusak, Thomas & Martha Memorial for Sr Vivian Arts 
Richardson, David & Olive Memorial for David Richardson 
Richardson, Tim & Marjorie Memorial for Phil Tietz 
Vento, Susan       Memorial for David Richardson 



C hange ð a dynamic force that brings 
new visions, new creations, new 

ideas, new opportunities. Change can cre-
ate confusion and conflict. 

 We at LAHFH are embracing a POTENTIAL 
change in our future. Many rumors have been floating 
about a building purchase we have been pursuing. It is 
true that we have been looking at buildings as a means 
to consolidate the ReStore and Administrative office 
functions of the affiliate. 
 Fundamentally, there is no reason we have to con-
solidate our operations. In fact, the idea of merging the 
ReStore with the office is one I personally resisted. That 
is, until seeing some long-term benefits and potential. 
 After nearly 2 years of researching, studying and 
praying about what is best to do for LAHFH both now 
and into the future, a specific building has surfaced. This 
location is on a high traffic street. The building would 
offer additional office space ð we often do not have the 
space to accommodate the many volunteers who wish to 

 From the Directorôs Deské                      

help us in the office. The space would provide a slightly 
larger area for òLarryõs toolsó and our trucks/trailers to 
be stored. The space would expand the ReStore sales 
floor by 5,000 square feet of usable space. And, more 
importantly, the space would allow us to separate the 
receiving room from the customer entry door = safety! 
 If this all comes to be, please know that it is with 
great care that weõve approached this possible change. 
We are deeply rooted in the principle of stewardship ð 
the gift(s) you all entrust us with is a huge responsibility. 
We believe that this opportunity IS an application of 
stewardship that will allow us to be more efficient in 
our total operations. 
 Please pray for us that we are guided to the cor-
rect decision and that we will know that this is meant to 
be. Also pray that if it isnõt meant to be that we recog-
nize that and are able to accept that with peace. 
 
Kevin Pelkey 

Executive Director 

CASH DONORS CONTINUED... 
Hanson, James & Jane 
Hanson, Kenneth & Laura 
Hanson, Larry & Cheryl 
Hartman, Daryl & Kathryn 
Havlik, Ronald & Sharon 
Hebeisen, Garen 
Hengel, Jr, Judy & Elmer 
Hershey, Robert V & Joanne E 
Hess, Clifford & Jeanyne 
Hoppe, Donald & Helen  
Houg, Roger & Nancy 
Humrickhouse, Michael & Carole 
Invie, Leroy E & Patricia L 
Jacobsen, Paul & Sally 
Jagger, Warren & Janet Hayden Jagger 
Jensen, Bruce A & Sandra K 
John, Shelley 
Johnson, Arnold & Jo Ann 
Johnson, Charles & Bonnie 
Johnson, Danny & Barbara 
Johnson, Harold (Buzz) & Maureen 
Johnson, Nels & Charlene 
Kalinoski, Stan & Lolly 
Kaplan, Sandra R & Don Hickman 
Ken Nornberg Construction, Inc  
Kerfeld, Dick & Kerry 
Kliber, Harvey & Diana 
Klopfenstein, Kent 
Knipp, William 
Koeppl, Jeanne L 
Koman, Joseph & Aubrey 
Kowalski, Marianne 
Kuhn, James E & Jean A 
Lacher, Valerie D 
Lampa, Frieda J 
Lange, Greg &  Mary 

Phillips, Brian R 
Pihlaja, Howard & Gabriele 
Porter, Elmer J & Betty 
Potthoff, FW & Joy Ann 
Potvin, William & Cynthia 
Prinsen, Arthur & Lauris 
Rakotz, Yancey L & 
 Lisa Roggenkamp Rakotz 
Raymond, Richard & Carlyne 
Redmann, Dean & Viola 
Reiter, Steven & Margaret Ryan 
Reph, Vickie J 
Rian, Francis & Judith 
Roelofs, James & Merry Lynn 
Rohloff, Todd & Merry   
Rolfs, John & Suzanne 
Rosenwinkel, Howard & Dorothy 
Rude, James H & Janice B 
Ryan, Betty B 
Ryan, Marie Jordan & Don Ryan 
Ryan, Richard & Colleen 
Schloemer, Gerald & Karen 
Schmitz, Larry T 
Schroeder, Paul & Patricia 
Scotch Pine Tree Farm 
Selisker, William & Shirley 
Shaw, Mary Alice 
Simon, Greg & Maria 
Skanse, Douglas R 
Skattum, A Theodora 
Smith, Karl & Marlene 
Smith, Lewis & Evelyn 
Smith, Mark E & Jill Hunter 
Sobiech, Richard & Marilyn 
Spartz, Donald & Mary 
Spear, Robert & Carol 
Stattine, Joseph E & Dawn C 

Steblay, Jon & Margaret 
Stegora, Jerry & Marlene 
Steinke, Gary & Carolyn 
Stevens, Judith C 
Strangis, Katharine F 
Strom, Enar & Betty 
Struss, Gregg A 
Sullivan, John P & Millie 
Swanson, Thomas & Helen 
Telander, Norman W & Norma 
Teske, Wesley F 
Thesing, Wally & Joan 
Thoennes, Randy & Paulette 
Tobias, James T 
Uhrich, James Robert & Marie 
Ullrich, Richard & Delores 
Virnig, Joshua B 
Voss, Richard & Susan 
Ward, Rep John E & Sally 
Ware, Steven & Nola 
Warnberg, Lorraine 
Wasiuk, John & Patricia 
Wathier, Beverly 
Wells, Rockwell & Cathleen 
Wermager, Dianne & Brian  
Whitefish-Lake Bertha Boathouse 
Wiggins, Patricia & James 
Williams, John & Donna 
Wrobel, Sharon A 
Yarwood, Gladys 
Zauhar, Mike & Ruth 
Zuroski, Leo 
 
$1001 - $5000 Mail Appeal  
Foss, John & Mary 
Reedy, John D & Jackie K 

Larson, Daniel & Sally 
Larson, Nancy L 
Leagjeld, Ted & Suzanne  
Lechert, Court 
Lindahl, Gregory & Carol  
Linder, Dave & Rita 
Lotze, Joyce 
Lundgren, Mary Em 
Lundquist, Monica 
Majka Construction 
Makey, Dean & Jane 
Maloney, Marilyn 
Mans, Paul & Marcia 
Martin, Ronald & Barbara 
Meyer, Donald & Charity 
Moore, Michael & Kelly 
Murphy, Ann 
Nelson, Herb & Lori 
Novick, James R 
Ogden, Kathy M 
O'Leary, Richard & Susan 
Olson, Davee & Sally 
Olson, Roger & Marilyn 
O'Malley, Walter & Jeanne 
Opheim, Jean F 
Orton, Jay & Terry 
Owen, Randall & Faye 
Owens, David & Gail 
Padrnos, Daniel & Susan 
Palony, Peter & Colleen 
Paul, David & Deborah 
Pedersen, Darrell & Jennifer 
Person,  Howard & Lois  
Persons, Mark & Paula 
Peterson, Charles & Barbara 
Petterson, Margaret 
Phelps, Tom & Susan 



  A Time to Celebrate!  

T he years that I have served as a staff 
member with LAHFH have gone so 

quickly I cannot believe it has been ten 
years since Larry and I became  part of 
this  wonderful team. Larry has supervised the construc-
tion of 52 homes during that time span! Approximately 
50,000 volunteer hours have gone into the construction 
of those homes! Thousands of additional volunteer 
hours have been donated to all the other activities taking 
place to support the work we do.    
 When you think about it, it is mind boggling, but 
extremely gratifying and hopeful that so many have 
played a role in serving 78 families with decent and af-
fordable home ownership! As Millard Fuller would say, 
�´�)�R�U�� �D�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �Z�K�R�O�H�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�\���� �L�W�� �P�X�V�W�� �E�H�� �E�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q��
�S�H�R�S�O�H�·�V���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���I�R�U���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U.�µ����Apparently love of 
neighbor is alive and well in our  communities.  
 I am honored to say I have been a part of half of 
the 20 year history of  the Lakes Area Habitat for Hu-
manity. The anniversary party was an extraordinary cele-
bration of all that has been accomplished since 1990. I 
thank all who made the event a success by your help and 
your presence. We missed those who could not attend! 
 
Laurie Ziebell 

Volunteer/PR Coordinator 

 

I  used to laugh unbelievingly at my dad 
when he would claim that it was only 

ôjust like yesterdayõ when certain events in 
our lives had occurred. After this incredi-

bly fast year at LAHFH, I now know exactly what he 
means. It truly does feel just like ôyesterdayõ when I ven-
tured into unknown territory all those months ago. But 
since then, what a time I have had! 
 The thing that has made my year most enjoyable 
has been getting to know everyone involved with 
LAHFHñthe volunteers, the partner families, the staff 
and the board. All of you have been welcoming, suppor-
tive, helpful and just plain nice. I feel sad that I am leav-
ing so relatively soon after Iõve been able to put names 
to faces. However, I will be taking away so many good 
memories of you all; not least of which, your selfless giv-
ing of your time and abilities, which has really been an 
inspiration to me. I donõt think that I can ever say 
enough thank yous, but Iõm going to try. Thank you all 
so muchñfor being kind, wonderful people, for dedi-
cating yourselves to an incredibly worthwhile cause and 
for helping to show me that one person can really make 
a tremendous difference. 
 
Stephanie Klein 

AmeriCorps VISTA, Public Relations  

 

20th Anniversary  Reunion Party A Great Success!  
Thank you to all who attended our 20th Anniver-
sary Reunion Party on Tuesday, June 15th! We had 
nearly 180 people in attendance. The evening was 
filled with the laughter of old friends, the touching 
testimonies of partner families and the celebration 
of the work that has been accomplished.   

Activities during the social hour included Habitat Bingo and an art table.  

 
Thank You To Our Sponsors! 

Brainerd Hardwoods, Inc. 
Bremer Bank 
Frandsen Bank & Trust 
Nor-Son, Inc. 

 

A special thanks to Lakewood 
Evangelical Free Church for 
hosting the event and to Barb 
Gmeinder, LeRoy and Jane 
Gerlach and the Lakewood 
youth and adult volunteers!  

 

  


