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Building houses, building hope  

in Cass, Crow Wing and Hubbard Counties 

the head pastor there, Pastor LeDuc was glad to be able 
to offer the space.  Besides Pastor LeDuc and Sr. Vivian, 
who was the senior vice president of St. Josephõs Medi-
cal Center, the other main organizers in the early years 
were Pastor Steve Schaitberger, who was pastor at St. 
Paulõs Episcopal Church, and Paul Mans.   
 In 1990, LAHFH was granted its official 
òaffiliateó status from HFHI, and consequently began 
the process of partnering with area families.   LAHFHõs 
first four homes were donated by St. Josephõs Medical 
Center.  Because the hospital was expanding at the time, 
they had acquired a number of houses in the area; some 
of these were gifted to LAHFH, and subsequently 
moved and rehabbed to accommodate partner families.  

 

òItõs not your blue blood, your pedigree or your college 
degree.  Itõs what you do with your life that counts.ó   

 - Millard Fuller           
Founder of Habitat for Humanity International, 1935-2009  

A s the founder of Habitat for Humanity Interna-
tional, Millard Fuller had a vision of a world free 

from the debilitating restraints of poverty housing.  Sr. 
Vivian Arts and Pastor Paul LeDuc, the founders of 
Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity, were inspired by a 
similar ideal ð to effect positive and meaningful change 
in the Brainerd Lakes Area.  In 1989, Sr. Vivian and Pas-
tor LeDuc completed a Blandin Community Leadership 
Program; as part of their experience, the pair was chal-
lenged to tackle and address a community need. 
 With a desire to create a housing program, they 
organized a meeting of interested individuals, and in-
vited the first recipient of a Habitat for Humanity home 
in St. Cloud to speak.  The homeowner, a single mother, 
described her story in such a moving fashion that the 
majority of the audience was wiping away tears by the 
end.  Feeling a strong calling to act, Sr. Vivian and Pas-
tor LeDuc began organizing immediately to establish a 
local HFH affiliate. 
 LAHFHõs first office was a little room in the back 
of the First Congregational Church in Brainerd; being 

20 Years Serving the 
Lakes Area     By Stephanie Klein 

Celebrate with Usé 
 

2010 is the 20th anniversary of the found-
ing of the Habitat for Humanity affiliate 
in the Brainerd lakes area, currently known 
as Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity.  The 
affiliate has grown since its inception in 1990 
to serve Crow Wing, Cass and Hubbard Counties.  In 20 
years 70 homes have been built and 75 families have been 
provided the opportunity for affordable home ownership.  
 We hope you will join with us throughout this year 
as we celebrate what has been accomplished by your 
partnership with Habitat for Humanity.  
 In the next few newsletters we will share with you the 
20-year history of LAHFH that has been compiled by our 
AmeriCorps VISTA, Stephanie Klein. 

Moving the first home into its new north Brainerd location and 
rehabbing it inside and out created unique challenges for the 
newly formed Habitat for Humanity affiliate. 

  (continued on page 2) 



9th District Judges 
Arhart, Steven & Donita  
Askegaard, Erik & Joan  
Bjorklund, Laura 
Breen, Richard &  Katherine 
Casey, Frederick J & Mary 
Charpentier & Lange 
Christiansen, Dennis & Ann 
Coulter, Carol J  
CW Court Admin Employees 
Dailey, Mary J 
Engen, Robert A & Diane 
Ferderer, Jean Anne 
Finch, Brian & Kimberly  
Franklin, Daryl & Joan 
Freeman, Joe & Katherine  

Herrald, Carolyn M  
Herrald, Mark & Vicky  
Masse, Phillip & Millie Munro 
Masse 
Mckenzie, Jill Marie  
Mlinar, Joseph & Joyce  
Morton, Janice  
Children Of Bob & Lois Nacey 
Nelson, James W & Karin A  
Newgord, Elizabeth Ann  
Ogdahl, Robert & Karen  
Sheets, Charles G & Jan  
Turcotte, Suzanne C  
Vogt, Daniel & Carol  
Whiteman, Gary & Judith  
Zimmerman, Richard & Debra  

The groundbreaking on the foundation 
of the first house was begun in August 1990; over a year later, 
in September 1991, the Jacobson family of Brainerd officially 
became LAHFHõs first partner family. 
 In the early years of the affiliate, faith was the currency 
of choice.  With limited money and few volunteers, those in-
volved with LAHFH relied on their sense of purpose and con-
fidence in Godõs will.  This certitude was continually being re-
newed, as money and volunteers seemed to show up exactly 
when they were needed.  Such an occurrence happened on the 
affiliateõs first build.  The roof of the house needed to be 

Thank Youé. Your support is essential to the success of LAHFH!   

Thank You for cash support November 25, 2009ï March 11, 2010  

$1 - $1,000  

All Saints Catholic Church  
Besmehn, Thomas  
*Boog, Leo G  
Burkett, Eleanor  
Burton, Chuck & Sandy  
C - I Presbyterian Alice Circle  
*Campbell, Wilmot & Carol  
Carlson, Richard W & Kate  
Chandler, Susan 
Close Converse Commercial Properties 
Cote, Samuel & Mary Jo  
*Cremers, John A & Eileen A  
**Deboer, Gail K  
*Deiss, Kim & Mike  
Embree, Christopher  
**England, Ellen  
Erickson, Mary C  
Esser, Stephen & Linda  
Falkman, Kurt & Linda  
First Lutheran Church  
Fox, Ed & Evelyn  
Freed, Marian H  
Furda, David & Cynthia  
Goff, Rosemary  
*Grabowski, Marina  
Grace United Methodist Church 
Gray, Mark & Cathy  
*Grout, Douglas  
*Hardwick, Alden & Mary  
Holland, Derrill G & Marilyn L  
*Hopkins, Jesse & Desiree  
*Houle, Timothy & Jeanette  
Ische, Terrance & Kathryn Knoblauch 
*Jeub, Richard H  
*Jobe, Steve & Cary  
*Jones, Alison  
Knutson, Nancy Iris  
*Kummet, Lloyd  
Lanin, Patrick & Emily  
Lindstam, Gary & Carolyn  

Lord Of Life Lutheran Church  
Lundgren, Nathan & Doreen  
Marvin, Katharine R  
Mcfarlin, Terry L & Tracie R  
Mcnair, David B & Janet B  
Merrifield Marathons, Inc  
*Meyer, Heather & Joel  
*Mezzenga, Bette J  
*Modrow, Marlan & Linda  
*Mosberger, Gary & Deb  
Nelson, George & Mabel  
*Pelkey, Kevin & Michelle  
Pfizer Foundation  
Precht, E G & Arlys  
Range Printing   
Reese, Thomas L & Laurel A  
Reuther, Erv & Sandy  
Riley, Michael J  
Roberts, James & Karen  
*Robinson, Orv & Dorothy  
**Seifert, Randall D & Katherine 
Sells, Donald & Gail  
Shaw, Edward R  
Solberg, James  
*Sorum, Roland  
Stolle, James & Mary  
Swanson, Stephen  
Vanmoer, John & Wendy  
*Watson, Charles E & Barbara J 
Westwood Professional Services, Inc 
Williamson, Barbara  
Xcel Energy  
*Ziebell, Laurie  
  

$1001 - $5000  

Anderson, Martha  
Center Point Energy  
Goochey, Kyle & Heather  
Turcotte, Marcia  
    

Algire, Charles & Susan Memorial for David Richardson, Sr 
Anderson, Chuck & Lowey Memorial for Carol Pelkey 
Anonymous Donor  Memorial for Carol Pelkey 
Brandes, Michael & Judith Memorial for Michael Brandes 
Copeland, Charles & Joann Honor of Ken & Virginia Merrill 
Ferguson, Laura B  Honor of Edith Bottemiller 
Gaalswyk, Neal & Kathy Honor of Mike Riley 
Gustafson, Glen A  Honor of Mike Riley 
Johnson, Arnold & Jo Ann Honor of Mike Riley 
Loucks, Betty L   Honor of Court Lechert 
Mans, Paul & Marcia  Memorial for Carol Pelkey 
Mosberger, Marie  Memory for Vince Mosberger 
Mosberger, Marie  Memory of Ray Mosberger, Jr & Sr 
Norgaard, Norman (Al)  Memorial for Carol Pelkey 
Pelkey, Jerome   Memorial for Carol Pelkey 
Rangen, Rod & Valerie  Honor of Mrs Perea 
Rangen, Rod & Valerie  Memory of Roy and Mildred Sargent 
Roelofs, James & Merry Lynn Honor of Mike Riley 
Steward, Eugene & Wilma Memorial for Don Langland 
Thuringer, Brian & Deborah Honor of Mike Riley 
Voss, Sally   Honor of Richard Voss 
 

(continued from page 1) 

Pastor Paul LeDuc (right), Paul Mans and Sr. Vivian Arts (holding shovels) 
joined the Lonnie and David Jacobson family and volunteers to break 
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Memorials/Honors  
  In Memory of Miriam Ten Eyck: 


