Lakes Area

i Habitat for Humanity

Building houses, building hope
in Cass, Crow Wing and Hubbard Counties Summer 2009

Also ontline www.lakesareahabitat.org
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Volunteers
INn Service
to America

AmeriCorps VISTRongterm Solutions to Poverty

meriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service to A
provides fitlime members for nonprofit;biasted =
or community organizations and public agencies to, &
and expand programs that will help bring individus
communities out of poverty. They leave behind lasti
tions to some of our country's toughest problems.
Lakes Area Habitat has been the fortunate reg
of eleven yelong VISTA positions through the Corpor,
of National Service. VISTAs have played a significa .

increasing the affi i at eb s Qr €
affordable homes. Do uring tﬁelr year o* s)érwce Nicote (Iefty and I\W

Read on for r edf0l9e cVil |So¥rl359 nﬁgl%lccﬁ%e ns(Bve 'f’se o 8 gable top display de-

gned by to promote Lakes Area Habitat for
garding their experience serving in the Lakes Area. Humanlty and the Habitat ReStore. The portable dis-

play was donated by St.
Mary Zimmermann, VISTA vices in Park Rapids along with office furniture when

It was my senior year of college when | discovered N?;‘? clinic remodeled.

passion for nonprofit organizations. It was only after,|.
started volunteering and helping others when | saw h ole Spear, VISTA
valuable my time and talents could be. | decided affesomeone had asked me a year or two ago if | woulc
college to use my time and talents to serve othersreturn to Brainerd to live post college graduation, |
heard about the AmeriCorps program and while sear@dould have hajff ok i ngly responded
ing for jobs | stumbled upon my current position worka o't 0 . |l didndét think-townhat
ing with the Habitat f orMidesoteathmiwouwd fuRik ndytdesiredo. work forlsacial
been interested in Habitat for Humanity and thouglistice in a challenging environment.
this would be a great opportunity to start my nonprofit | became interested in social justice during my
career. four years of college, or, more accurately, during the
When | started my VISTA term | was very exschool breaks. For a total of four months, | worked in
cited that | was going to be helping people every day podtKatrina New Orleans, gutting homes and witness-
making a difference in my community, but for some reag the emotional and physical aftermath caused b
son | never imagined that the people | was so excitedltmds, injustice, and poverty. It was then that | deter-
help would teach me so much. |learn a greatdealeawe-ned t hat soci al justi ce
ryday from our volunteers and partner families and | amork. These heawrenching experiences seemed so far
truly blessed to have met so many talented peopleremoved from my life | was oblivious to the adversity
literally get teatgyed sometimes when | think of allthama ny Mi nnesotans endur e,
our organization does, not only for our partner familigeb | sought could be found here in Brainerd.
but for everyone involved tha@bntinued on page 2 One day in May of 2008qntinued on page 2



Continued from page 1, Mary makes our organization SoContinuedfrompage 1, Nicole with no jOb plans and

successful. graduation looming, my mom informed me of a notice

One of my goals for this year focused on inn our church newsletter: Lakes Are Habitat for Human-
creasing communication with local contractors and busy- was looking for someone to fill an AmeriCorps-
nesses. | have been able to plan events like a ContVd8TA position. | decided to look into it. | had a few
tords Breakfast and cr e drieres why veete avonksng with AmereCorpsnitee damesr
tive in spreading the word about the ReStore in otic, oneyear version of the Peace Corps, but being a
community. | believe there is a benefit to anyone whNOSTA (Volunteers in Service to America) was a little
wishes to partner with the ReStore and | have fouddferent. Instead of direct service that an AmeriCorps
many people with giving hearts that are willing to wonkember would do (like building a house), a VISTA does
with us in any way they can. indirect service and capacity building forprofit or-

Another goal is to work with all ten ReStores iganizations dealing specifically with poverty.

Minnesota to create a statewide network. Throughout The decision to work for Habitat for Humanity
the year | have visited all Minnesota ReStores, interviead benefits and drawbacks. | liked the fact that | woulc
ing managers and collecting data. From my researdde lable to work with a ngmmofit. However, with hefty
have been able to put together resources to share withool loans and minimal savings, a VISTA position wa
all MN ReStores such as a ReStore Policy Manual andwnof the question if | chose to live on my own (the
extensive Operations Manmwal i n VIOSEA anhesaon sp Il a ndnoendd
ReStore gatherings for ReStore managers to comejust a small stipend and an education award). | knew
gether to network and share resources. This is the fasuld save money by living at home, but that meant liv:
year a statewide VISTA position has been in place and g a't homeéwi th my pare
| ve had an over whel mi ngVISTA gptos judt keptecallingete me, mrsdd knew IR
managers and other Habitat affiliates are excited abeaut ul dndt be satisfied unt
the support and great resources that are being genertitedob, | calmly accepted, hung up the phone, and pro
from the Statewide VISTA position and the creation akeded to jump up and down and do my fair share of
a ReStore network. enthusiastic whooping. | had landed a job that was
| truly love the ReStore and everything it entailsieaningful to me!
|l tds amazing that we ar e a blTheegoatsassignedacnie dwingtmy sewiceeean
of the community by raising money for Habitat for Huter around spreading the word about LAHFH in Cass,
manity, provide low cost materials to the communitgyrow Wing, and Hubbard Counties and letting people
and divert material from entering the landfill. We al&mow that we are always looking for ways to work with
provide a service to businesses and contractors bytihe-community. Back in October, | started a Public Rela:
moving materials from homes being remodeled ordei ons and Mar keting Commi
molished. | hope that after my VISTA term | will connew ways to reach potential volunteers in the commu:
tinue to live a life of service and work for a nonprofiiity and attract new donors, since the only funding
organization. | would love to continue working with AHFH receives comes from individual donations,
ReStores and help grow our network to build moggrants and mortgage payments from each of our home
homes for Habitat for Humanity. owning partner families.

Many think | was crazy for giving up a full time With the help of the committee, we are hoping
paid job opportunity to volunteer for a year, but it has get the entire community excited about Habitat for
been a great experience. Even though I only receda mani t y. And as chall eng
small living allowance every month, | have realized hewgized by the thought that we (and maybe you too
truly blessed | am and have so much to be thankful foeader?) are promoting such a positive change in ot
|t doesnodt matter how muwwnmneighleorhdodsy e or how much v

make, but what we do with what we have. One question |1 0ve beer

years since | first went
A Proud History of Seryibceetéhdri dr glwi IkdwiorwgV?(’) But
dPresident John F. Kennedy came up with the idea for (ISTR.t Pl ace to ve? Ther

5170. 000 VISTAs who hal thaglet?rlnbseugs it all u regargI?s oéab ity orlerétal-

: - I ©t iS4 , cl
a key role in estab_hshmg many of then an live for, if it is not to make life less dlfflcult to each
poverty programs, including Head Start, Upwar(d B(S)L{n er?6 | think it is a q
and theredit union system. ter what city we live in.

Learn more: www.americorps.go




From the Dirkéctor 6s Des

( ‘ President Obama recently issued a call tahis organization for a full yeari out si de o
W% America to volunteer for the many chari- ment is not allowed nor is attending school of any
.y table causes throughout the country. In-type. In exchange for this commitment, the federal

deed, he more specifically issued a chal-government pays a living stipefidan allowance cal-

lenge to congress to expand programs like Amerieulated at 105% of the poverty level for the arew®ot

Corps. | applaud that call and pray the nation rea lot of money. The intent is to provide the opportu-

sponds in droves to answer that call. nity to volunteer for a year while experiencing life in
We at LAHFH have been richly blessed the eyes and shoes of the clients served by the organi-

through one of the programs administered by the Corzation.

poration for National and Community Service by ac- To those wonderful VISTAs who have en-

cessing the AmeriCorps VISTA program. This affili- riched our lives here, | say a hearty THANK YOU. |

ate today still is reaping the rewards planted by theagerly await the arrival of our 2 summer VISTA

many fine and dedicated individuals who committed avorkers and the 2 new yeesund VISTAs who will

year of their lives to serve us 24 hours a day, 7 daysarive later in the year. LAHFH is stronger and better

week. for all you have done for us: Sara, Heidi, Heather,
Whil e it may not b e Bedke Mmrgiek, Daesiree,Alisorg Gusani MWicole lamd

volunteering as many of us know it, believe me, thes#lary.

VISTA members are volunteers. The uniqueness that

separates their work fr oKevinPelkey itraditional o vol ur

that these individuals serve this organization and onlfzxecutive Director of Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity

Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity is the recipient of a grant that will help fund a full time

Resource Development position: please contact Kevin Pelkey for more information.

Our heartfelt
condolences to
the family of
Don Langland

1930-2009
(second from left in photo)

Volunteer, friend and
long time supporter
of LAHFH

Above: Through a generous donation, LAHFH receptly re-
ceived a 2007 Chevy Silverado 2500 HD and a 2005 US
Cargo 2006 enclosed trai er . The donation came| fr
and Jim Turner of Wee Care We Share organization| (which
recently closed its doors), and was facilitated throygh the
Charisma Foundati@Rictured: Darel Turner and Kevin

Right: Dan Eberhardt of Brainerd Pepsi presents a|$1000
check to LAHFH from The Pepsi Bottling Group Foumdation.
The award was made in conjunction with Brainerde Pepsi
employees volunteering at a Habitat for humanity build site,
The crew helped sheet rock a home in Brainerd.




