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Rather than meeting with clients in the office,
the volunteers cleared a large jdiigdefield of brush
and trees with machetes and pick axes, an area that w
soon become the foundatic
Some of the team assisted local Salvadoran constructic
masons in building a community center by leveling dirt.
digging trenches, ataying block walls.

As the field was cleared and the community cen-
ter was built, relationships grew with the local Salva
dorans. The team enjoyed building with volunteers
from a local Lutheran and a Presbyterian church, as we
as with the partner families who will live in this commu-
ni ty. 0That is what mad:¢
common bonds, learning about their livesaope n e , 6

- _ : : said Lemieux.
EI Salvad Or Brian Lemieux views The team of volunteers also had the opportunity
life from a different to put down their work gloves and have some free time

perspective after to attend a Lutheran church service on Sunday, go on

working sidéy-side with Salvadoran families during Boat ride, tour Mayan ruins, learn how to make a favor:

Thrivent Buildg r i p . oVol unt eer i nd&Salvadorak food Sﬁ@mmfspeﬁd%%éybﬁ
grabbed my heart , -third sfahed thd&H de Yokbeach. 0 On e

population of El Salvador lives in substandard housing, Lemieux and local Thrivent member, Bob

and by our American standards, the Salvadorans hgigsimmons are organizing a return trip to El Salvadot
very little. In spite of that, the people we met were September 1BSeptember 2@009. If you are interested
generous and so excited ijhjgining thént pldade contBceBridin a@2B®B62IHI0 ME
In November, 2008, Lemieux a Brainerd are@ob at2188216965.Those interested in learning more
Thrivent Financial Consultant and 34 other Thriverdhout the opportunities that Thrivent Builds Worldwide

Financial representatives from around the United Stag@ers can visitvww.thriventbuilds.com/worldwide
traveled to El Salvador. They began the construction=e&

a community of homes thanks to an alliance betwegbove: Brian pitched in to cut up a tree on the build site.
Thrl\(ent Flnanc_:lal for Lutherans and Hablt_at f_or I_luBeIow: According to Lemieux, this 13 year old daughter of
manity International. For Lemieux, whose job is to ag
sist people with their financial security, going to El Sa
vador to help families in need buy a safe and afford3
home put a whole new twist on that role.
Because itds very dif
families to own a home, Habitat for Humanity El Sal
dor has developed a holistic neighborhood model pr@s
viding families with access to land, a house, basic ¢
vices and social infrastructure such as green areas g
community center.
Thrivent Financial committed up to $1.3 millio
to HFH El Salvador. Eighteen months from now thegé.
will be a new community in Santa Ana, El Salvador ; with Habitat for Hime?’
as many as 75 homes supported by the Thrivent B R
with Habitat for Humanity alliance.

I'partner family, was a very hard worker!
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