
 

 

ANNUAL REPORT JULY 1, 2009ï JUNE 30, 2010 

The Thrivent Builds program has helped 

LAHF build eight homes since 2005. 

Building houses, building hope in  

Cass, Crow Wing and Hubbard Counties  



  EXECUTIVE DIRECTORôS MESSAGE 

Milestones are important to mark with significant fanfare and are good 
opportunities to reflect on what has been accomplished.  The big mile-
stone for LAHFH this year is the celebration of the 20th year of service 
to the Lakes Area. 
  

Stephanie Klein who served as a VISTA with LAHFH this past year, 
compiled a very nice historical presentation of the organizationõs 20 
years.  The culmination of this work is a commemorative booklet with 
photos, stories and reflections of the work LAHFH has completed over 
the years. 
  

During this past year, the 72nd home of the affiliate was started ð WOW!  
Only through the gift of so many generous volunteers and donors, and 
with the guidance of God has this been achieved.  We are all excited as 
we look toward 75th home and realize that reaching the century mark 
isnõt very far away!  We are truly blessed. 
  

A major project awaits us: relocating both the office and the ReStore 
into a consolidated building.  Weõll gain efficiencies from this new build-
ing that we cannot achieve in two separate locations and weõll be able to 
expand the sales floor of the ReStore by nearly 6,000 square feet!  We 
believe that this is a very positive move for LAHFH now and into the 
futureéthe outcome of this relocation is completely focused on helping 
us serve more families. 
  

Kevin Pelkey, Executive Director 
  

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
  

Beginning Balance: $19,485.56 

Income    Expenses 
Donations   $91,640.61 Program   $526,581.60 
Grants    $292,257.70 Administration  $131,513.01 

Mortgages   $225,700.92 Fund Development $135,904.56 

ReStore    $299,852.19 ReStore   $212,983.45 
Events    $188,138.36 Debt Service  $63,756.88 

Totals:    $1,097,589.78     $1,070,739.50 

NET: $26,850.28 

Ending Balance: $46,335.84 
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Theology of the Hammeré Habitat for Humanity is a partnership 
founded on common groundð bridging theological differences by putting 
love into action.  Everyone can use the hammer as an instrument to manifest 
Godõs love.  We may disagree on all sorts of other things, but we can agree 
on the idea of building homes with Godõs people in need. 

Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity could not 
exist without the support of many dedicated volunteers.  In the 2009-2010 
fiscal year almost 15,000 hours were contributed to the construction of 
homes, the operation of the ReStore, deconstruction and donation pick-up, 
event planning and coordination, office  and administrative responsibilities, 
family selection and more.  
 

The all volunteer Board of Directors is key to the direction and 
function  of the affiliate. 

Our Mission 
 
 

Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with God and people everywhere, 
from all walks of life, to develop communities with people in need by 
building and renovating houses, so that there are decent houses in decent 
communities in which every person can experience Godõs love and can 
live and grow into all that God intends.  

¶ Laura Pederson 
¶ Mike Riley 
¶ Chad Rushin 
¶ Joe Swenson 

¶ Chuck Anderson  
¶ Kim Deiss  
¶ Joan Hasskamp,  
¶ Rollie Haugen 
¶ Al Norgaard  

Board Members é 
¶ Steve Jobe, President 
¶ Vice President, Terry Curtis 
¶ Eric Charpentier, Treasurer 
¶ Nancy Houg, Secretary 
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Volunteer-driven events raise funds to 
build more homes. Annual events this 
fiscal year included the 8th Annual 
Leech Lake Chapter Yikes!Bikes! Ride, 
12th Annual Fall Dinner/Auction, a 
Hubbard County Chapter Sponsored 
Concert and Pie Social, Volunteer  
Appreciation gatherings and a 20th 
Anniversary Reunion party.  

The Habitat ReStore generated $299,852 in 
revenue this fiscal year, keeping almost one 
million  pounds of material from going 
into our landfills!   
 

Volunteers donate over 180 hours per week 
to aid the operation of the ReStore. Volun-
teer de-construction and donation pick-up 
teams are busy year-round, keeping the 
store supplied with an ever-changing  
inventory.  Local retailers have donated 
materials from scratch and dent furniture 
to miss-colored paint and overstock items. 
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 Disaster turned into opportunity for 
two Brainerd families and a northeast 
Brainerd neighborhood when a burned out 

church-converted to apartments was donated to LAHFH along with the two 
city lots on which it was located.  LAHFH removed the hazardous eye sore 
in preparation for two builds.  Thrivent-sponsored a home for the Greg and 
Marie Simon and their two children who had 
been crammed into a tiny upstairs apartment. 

 

Next door, Candy 
Beckerõs home  
received a boost in 
manpower when a 
National Guard 
unit used some of their drill time to assist with 
construction. 

     The first home   
     of 2010 began in 

March while snow was still on the ground.  
Volunteers from Emmanuel  Lutheran 
Church in Crosby were on site and excited 
to help the Paschall family get out of the 
home they had been helping the family 
patch up over the past two years. They knew the what house really needed 
was to be demolished. Gary and DeAnna were extremely grateful knowing 
that their family would be in a decent and safe home.  Even though legally 

blind, for the year prior to his build, Gary 
worked on other familiesõ homes whenever 
DeAnnaõs work schedule permitted her to  
transport him to and from  a build site.   
 Although sad to see the old home torn 
down, adult son William and his wife were  
relieved to know  that parents and siblings 
would be in a well-built home that could easily 
be maintained by the family. 

 

Building housesé. 

 

 

 



It was almost as if the 
entire town of Akeley came to celebrate 
the dedication of the home they helped 
build for the Dunham family.  Jana had 
been a part of the community in the 
past.  In fact her family lived in a home 
on the same property when she was a 
young girl.  Now she felt she was coming home with her two children and 
niece and nephew.  Jana and friends juggled work schedules to help with 
construction and make sure volunteers were well fed throughout the build. 
This Thrivent sponsored build is the second home built by the Hubbard 
County Chapter.  Active chapter members played a vital role in recruiting 
volunteers and raising funds to meet Thrivent grant requirements. 

In October, 2009 Bobbie Holloway began another 
phase in the rebuilding process after the dissolution 
of her 11 year marriage.  Her familyõs living situation 
was so dangerous at the time of her application, 
that volunteers helped her move much of her furniture into storage in the 
LAHFH warehouse so she could move her family into a safer temporary living 
situation. Fortunately, another previously home was becoming available. She 
completed her sweat equity and gratefully moved her family into a safe home 
in northeast Brainerd. 

When Family Selection Committee members visited 
the Dupre family mobile home, their  
written recommendation read, òthe family 
is definitely in need of a home.ó  Besides 
the deteriorated condition of the home 
which included mold in the walls and  
exposed wiring, John and Jessica and their 
two children were sharing one bedroom.  

   In September, 2009 Dupres became 
the second owners of a home in Hackensack. 

Changing lives... 

 

During the 2009-2010 cycle, two LAHFH partner families benefited from  
homes that were òrecycledó. The previously owned LAHFH built homes 
came back from families who moved on to other housing.  

 



In-kind donations from corporations, 
local businesses and individuals play a 

large role stretching the budget and keeping houses affordable.  Donations of 
land, services and products totaled over $266,000 for this past fiscal year. 

AmeriCorps VISTA is a program of the Corporation for National & Com-
munity Service designed specifically to fight poverty. VISTA volunteers 
have been on the front lines in the fight against poverty in America for 
more than 40 years.   
 

LAHFH applied and was awarded two full-time positions for 2009-2010. The 
VISTA completes a capacity building work plan created by the organiza-
tion and approved by CFNCS. 

 

Alicia Weagel, under the supervision by the ReStore manager, 
worked to promote ReStores statewide; helped review and imple-
ment ReStore policies and procedures in line with 
HFHI guidelines. 
 

Our public relations VISTA, Stephanie Klein 
helped promote the 20th anniversary of the affiliate including 
organizing a reunion event. She compiled written interviews and 
stories of volunteers and partner families. Many of these were 
included in the  affiliate history which was published with the 
donated help of professional graphic designer, Patrick  Iten and professional 

photographer Pete Paloney. 

 

Past and current volunteers, 

staff and donors came together 

in June for a 20th Anniversary 

reunion. 



Staff é 
¶ Kevin Pelkey, Executive Director 
¶ Larry Johannessohn, Construction Supervisor 
¶ Laurie Ziebell, Volunteer/Public Relations Coordinator 
¶ Jeanette Houle, Office Manager 
¶ Susan Chandler, Office Assistant 
¶ Scott Hall, ReStore Manager 
¶ Debra Mosberger, ReStore Assistant Manager 
¶ Stephanie Klein, VISTA 
¶ Alicia Weagel, VISTA 
 

Homes completed are in the  

following communities: 
 

Akeleyð 1   Baxter- 1   
Brainerd- 25   Breezy Point- 5  
Crosby-Irontonð 6  
Cuyunna- 1    Emily- 2      
Deerwood- 1  Federal Dam- 1  
Fort Ripley- 1   Garrison- 2 
Hackensack- 2     Hinckley- 2 
Ideal Corners- 1   Isle- 1   Jenkins- 1     
Lakeshore- 4    LaPorte- 1   Merrifieldð 2 
Park Rapids- 1   Pequot Lakes-1    
Pillager- 1   Pine River- 3      
Riverton- 1     Scearcyville- 1     Walker- 2  

 LAHFH Office: 218.828.8517              ReStore: 218.454.8517 
 P.O. Box 234, Brainerd, MN 56401       710 E Street , Brainerd , MN 

71 homes have been completed by LAHFH since 1990   

Patrick Iten of Iten Creative is one of many 

area businesses to donate services and/ or 

materials that  help the affiliate increase 

 20th Anniversary Booklets 
celebrating the history of 
Lakes Area habitat for 
Humanity, its supporters 
and families are available 
for $5 at the LAHFH office 
or the LAHFH ReStore. 


